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because there were certain other issues on which the policy of the
Catholic Church was intransigent. As for Herr Hitler, his acceptance
of the concordat was a notable exception to a policy which, in general,
was one of intransigence all round. On both sides, the compromise
embodied in the concordat wore the appearance of being a sincere
attempt to avoid a direct and open conflict; yet this compromise
could not conjure away the fact that the two contracting parties
were asserting fundamentally incompatible claims upon the allegiance
of those 20,000,000 Europeans who were Reichsdeutsch Catholics;
and at the time of writing, a year later, there were symptoms of strain
—particularly in the vital and debatable fields of education and
social service.
4. The Reactions in the Western Countries
Energetic reactions to Herr Hitler's triumph in Germany might
have been expected, a priori, in Belgium and France; for these two
countries, which had been the principal victims of German militarism
in the late War, might be supposed to be particularly sensitive to the
deliberate revival of the military spirit in Germany, which was one
of Herr Hitler's acknowledged major aims.
In Belgium, certain innocuous 'incidents' did occur. On the
1st May, 1933, for example, a swastika flag which had been flown
on the roof of the German Consulate at Liege was taken down and
carried off by a party of young Belgian Communists and Socialists,
and on the 10th of the same month the dockers at Antwerp refused
to load or discharge German steamers unless and until the swastika
flags that they were flying were struck. There was also some unrest
in the ceded territories of Eupen and Malmedy (though this was not
either so serious or so systematically organized as the contemporary
unrest in the Saargebiet).1 On the whole, however, the Belgian people
took the change in Germany calmly, while the Belgian Government
continued to show their habitual moderation and statesmanship.
Even more striking, if possible, was the superficial calmness, at
the outset, of both the Government and the people of France.
Possibly, in this case, appearances were deceptive; and a truer index
of what the French were feeling in their hearts may perhaps be found
in the record of the gradual stiffening of the French attitude at the
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